
Neighborhood Yard Signs 
 
Signs are often difficult enforcement issue. How do you balance one person’s  right to quite enjoyment 
of their neighborhood to another’s right to freedom of speech?  
 
Please read the purpose from the City Code below: 

 

§300-110 Purpose and Applicability 

A. Purpose. The primary purpose of these sign regulations for the City of Cortland is to identify the 

location or occupant for a parcel of land while protecting public health, safety and general welfare. All 

signs and signing systems are subject to the regulations that follow in this Chapter. 

B. Objectives. These regulations also serve to achieve the following objectives: 

1. Ensure right to free speech as protected under the Constitution; 

2. Protect property values, create a more attractive economic and business climate, and protect the 

physical appearance of the community; 

3. Provide businesses with effective means of identification while reducing visual clutter through the 

prevention of excessive and confusing sign displays; 

4. Reduce traffic conflicts or hazards by minimizing visual distractions or obstacles in or visible from 

the public rights-of-way; 

5. Minimize the adverse effect of signs on nearby public and private property; 

6. Avoid personal injury and property damage from unsafe or confusing signs; and 

7. Establish a clear and impartial process for those seeking to install signs. 

 
 
The Supreme Court limits our ability to regulate signs based on content. So, as far as content, we have 
directional signs, commercial signs and non-commercial signs.  Otherwise signs are categorized by their 
physical makeup; wall signs, yard signs, sandwich signs, pole signs, etc. 
 

- Directional signs (no parking, one-way) are often permitted by site review as needed.  
- Commercial yard signs are usually real estate or construction signs.  
- Non-commercial signs can be political, religious or for-sale-by-owner signs. 

 
 
Prohibited signs in residential districts are wall signs, pole signs, projecting (hanging)signs, window signs, 
sandwich signs, illuminated signs. 
 
The old Code from 2003 limited all yard signs to one per lot. Our present Code of 2019 limits them to 
two per lot.   
 
 
Political Signs in Residential Districts 
I think the two-sign limit in residential districts is reasonable.  Someone can express multiple candidates 
over a period of days by changing which signs are displayed each day.  The quote below comes from the 
second attachment from the New York State Division of Local Government Services. 
 
 



“Municipalities may have a valid interest in regulating the size, placement, and number of signs but may 
not single out political signs for differential, less favorable treatment, than other signs.” 
-Municipal Control of Signs by Coon P. 16 
 
If Council decides two signs are not enough, I would suggest keeping all commercial yard signs in 
residential districts at two per lot and changing only non-commercial yard signs. 
 
 
Special Case for Political Signs Downtown. 
 
Political headquarters in the Central Business District might pursue an area variance for more signs.  
Also, the same thing could result with a Code change allowing a special use permit in this district for the 
same purpose. Both actions would involve an approval process  to prevent sign placement from being in 
conflict with the objectives in §300-110, above. 
 
 
 
 
Corrections -Conflicts in Numbers 
 
These sections limit ground signs to only one and should be changed to two (2) to agree with §300-113 
which allows two. They address the Residential, Neighborhood Business, Professional Office and Central 
Business (CB) Districts. 
 
 
§300-114 Sign Type Standards in Residential (R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4) Districts 
B. Ground Signs. Up to one ground sign may be permitted per lot provided the following conditions are 
met: … 
 
§300-115 Sign Type Standards in the Neighborhood Business (NB) and 
Professional Office (PO) Districts 
B. Ground Signs. Up to one ground sign may be permitted per lot provided the following conditions are 
met: 
 
§300-116 Sign Type Regulations in the Central Business (CB) District 
A. Signs erected within the CB District shall conform to the following standards in order to ensure that 
they positively contribute to the traditional, pedestrian-scaled development pattern of the district. 
B. Ground Signs. One ground sign per lot shall be permitted in the CB District provided the following 
conditions are met. 
 
 


